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WHAT QUEEN ELIZABETH II CAN
TEACH OUR POLITICAL CLASS

For the past week, the United Kingdom
and the world mourned the death of Queen
Elizabeth II. Many of her subjects were
shocked by the emotions her passing pro-
duced, with even the most jaded Brits find-
ing themselves teary-eyed at the long-ex-
pected news. 

Obviously, it wasn’t due to a life cut short.
The 96-year-old was the realm’s longest
reigning monarch who lived a fuller life than
most mortals can imagine.

Queen Elizabeth II’s 
stiff upper lip a dignified
contrast, leadership lesson

Britain's
Queen
Elizabeth II,
leaves
Buckingham
Palace in a
horse drawn
carriage to
attend the
Trooping the
Colour
parade, in
central
London,
Saturday,
June 14, 2014.
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See GABRIEL, Page 4E

We would clean polluted mines
— if the law would let us

Good Samaritan
groups stand

ready to clean up
abandoned mines

in our national
parks and

communities. 
But the law ties

our hands.

The raw materials extracted by America’s
mine workers over the past two centuries
across the West helped build our country.
But mines developed before technological
advancements and environmental safe-
guards were in place caused great damage to
our lands and waterways.

Even today, abandoned sites like these
release toxic brews of zinc, arsenic, cadmi-
um and lead into streams and threaten the
health of local communities.

Lawmakers are wrestling with how best
to promote domestic sources of critical min-
erals, while updating the 150-year-old feder-
al General Mining Law and quickening vari-
ous permitting processes.

These are complicated questions, and
while our organizations may not agree on all 

See POLLUTED, Page 2E

Ducks wade in the Animas River as orange sludge from a mine spill upstream flows past Berg Park in Farmington, N.M., on Aug. 8, 2015.
Wastewater from Colorado’s Gold King Mine spilled into the river when a cleanup crew supervised by the Environmental Protection Agency
accidentally breached a debris dam that had formed inside the mine. The mine has been inactive since 1923. ALEXA ROGALS/AP

Your Turn
Chris Wood, Jeff Kupfer and Collin O’Mara

Guest columnists

Brace yourselves, I’m about to believe
two things at once.

First, I believe that Gov. Ron DeSantis’
decision to use Florida taxpayers’ money to
fly two planes of Venezuelan migrants
from Texas to Martha’s Vineyard in Mas-
sachusetts, dumping them on the island
without advance notice, is morally repre-
hensible and an inhumane political stunt.

Second, I believe that America’s immi-
gration system is a mess, and that the Bi-
den administration, like the Trump ad-
ministration before it, has failed to estab-
lish a sensible, humane system to handle 

Fla. governor has 
no immigration
solutions, 
just stunts

Rex Huppke
Columnist

USA TODAY NETWORK 

See HUPPKE, Page 2E
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OPINIONS

the solutions, there is one thing that we
all believe represents a real and imme-
diate step toward repairing the damage
caused by abandoned mines: Passing
legislation to untie the hands of “good
Samaritan” groups that stand ready to
voluntarily clean up sites.

Bipartisan legislation, championed
by U.S. Sens. Martin Heinrich, D-N.M.,
James Risch, R-Idaho, and Arizona
Sens. Mark Kelly and Kyrsten Sinema,
would provide qualified good Samari-
tans with limited liability relief and es-
tablish a pilot program testing the
cleanup concept on a small number of
low-risk sites.

If this legislation passes, we will be in
a position to take the idea to scale, pro-
tecting numerous communities around
the country.

Hundreds of thousands of aban-
doned hard rock mines scar the Amer-
ican landscape, some dating back more
than a century. In almost all cases, par-
ties responsible for the damage are un-
known or long since departed.

The Government Accountability Of-
fice estimates more than 33,000 aban-
doned mines are high environmental
hazards, and the EPA says that 40% of
Western headwaters, which supply
drinking water and support trout pop-
ulations, are degraded by mine drain-
age.

Abandoned mines dot the landscape
in and around our national parks that
Americans flock to visit each year, in-
cluding Lake Mead National Recreation
Area, Saguaro National Park and Grand
Canyon National Park, where hundreds
of abandoned uranium mines continue
to contaminate lands and waters.

The Arizona State Mine Inspectors
Office has identified about 19,000 aban-
doned mines, and more than 120 miles
of streams are impaired by contamina-

tion associated with pollution at aban-
doned mines.

The scope of the problem is far too big
for governments to tackle alone. The
most powerful national program for
cleaning up toxic sites – Superfund –
only tackles the worst of the worst sites,
leaving unaddressed tens of thousands
of other abandoned, polluting mines.

Watershed organizations, local and
state governments, and conservation
groups are already working to clean up
some old mine sites by, for example, re-
moving contaminated piles of mining
waste rock that often cause degraded
water quality.

Paradoxically, these “good Samari-
tans” are limited by the landmark Clean
Water Act that has done so much to im-
prove water quality in rivers and
streams. Currently, these groups treat-
ing the source of the pollution may find
themselves legally responsible for im-
proving water quality to 100% of federal
water quality standards.

Consider an organization that had
nothing to do with the creation of the
pollution, but wants to make water
cleaner. That organization could spend
hundred thousands of dollars improv-
ing water quality to 95% of Clean Water
Act standards, but could be on the hook
for millions more to get to 100%.

And if they do not get to 100%? They
could be sued. That’s ludicrous.

The solution: providing these groups
with carefully tailored, limited-liability
protections for the work they do clean-
ing up old mines.

The Lilly Orphan Boy Mine near Hel-
ena, Mont., demonstrates why we must
change the status quo. The state’s De-
partment of Environmental Quality
joined Trout Unlimited in removing
waste piles and restoring a creek flow-
ing through a picturesque plain. But the
pollution continued – and continues to-
day – because the partners were not
able to treat the pollution discharge
from the mine as a result of substantial

liability hurdles.
It’s long past time to fix this legal in-

congruity.
The hundreds of thousands of miles

of rivers and streams polluted by aban-
doned mine drainage will never be
large-scale Superfund sites. But their
impacts add up. It is perhaps the most
significant water quality problem facing
the West.

Good Samaritan groups are motivat-
ed and capable of improve water quality
across the nation. We just need action
from Congress to let the work begin.

Chris Wood is president and CEO of
Trout Unlimited, a national coldwater
conservation group. Jeff Kupfer is presi-
dent of ConservAmerica, which advo-
cates for commonsense, market-based
solutions to environmental and energy
challenges. Collin O’Mara is president
and CEO of the National Wildlife
Federation. Reach them at
chris.wood@tu.org, media@nwf.org
and jkupfer@conservamerica.org.

Polluted
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Onlookers view the
Animas River from a
bridge on Aug. 8, 2015,
as orange sludge from
a mine spill upstream
flows past Berg Park in
Farmington, N.M.
Bipartisan legislation
would provide qualified
good Samaritans with
limited liability relief
and establish a pilot
program testing the
cleanup concept on a
small number of
low-risk sites.
ALEXA ROGALS /AP

the massive influx of migrants and asy-
lum seekers arriving at our borders seek-
ing a better and safer life.

DeSantis wants to ‘own the libs’ 
all the way to the White House

See, I did it. It’s possible to believe
that America’s immigration system is
broken and creating a humanitarian cri-
sis while also condemning the behavior
of governors using planes and buses to
shuttle men, women and children across
the country like cattle to score political
points among people aroused by cruelty.

DeSantis – who seems to believe he
can ride an “own the libs” attitude to the
White House – was apparently watching
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott with envy as Ab-
bott grabbed headlines for rounding up
asylum-seeking migrants and putting
them on buses to cities like Washington,
D.C., New York and Chicago, all of which
are, of course, run by Democrats.

While border states have ample rea-
son to be fed up with the federal govern-
ment’s response to record-breaking ille-
gal border crossings, Abbott’s migrant-
busing program has all the subtlety of a
frat-house prank – it’s funny to those
amused by cruel, lowest-common-de-
nominator jokes, but nobody with a
scrap of compassion is laughing.

Did Florida’s governor follow
Tucker Carlson’s marching orders?

So along comes Florida’s DeSantis, a
man who seems to take governing inspi-
ration from right-wing Twitter memes,
with a plan to REALLY stick it to those
northern liberals by flying people who
have already endured untold horrors
fleeing their home country to Martha’s
Vineyard, a largely liberal place Fox
News hosts love to assail.

Fox News host Tucker Carlson has
said of Martha’s Vineyard: “They are
begging for more diversity. Why not
send migrants there, in huge numbers?”

DeSantis apparently takes orders
well.

‘We are going to take care
of these people’

On Wednesday, with no forewarning
to local officials, two planes carrying
nearly 50 migrants from Venezuela
landed on Martha’s Vineyard. Govern-
ment officials, faith leaders and resi-
dents scrambled to meet the families
and provide them with food and shelter

and begin lining up the necessary immi-
gration services.

Carla Cooper, head of the Democratic
Council of Martha’s Vineyard, told USA
TODAY: “When something happens to
our island, we come together to help. We
are going to take care of these people.”

That echoes what residents and state
officials in Illinois, New York and Wash-
ington, D.C., have said upon receiving
the human beings Abbott and DeSantis
are treating as props. They’re being met
with compassion and an “OK, we’ll fig-
ure this out” attitude, which seems to fly
in the face of the “sick burn” the gover-
nors are attempting to deliver.

Great stunt, guys. Now how 
is this actually helping anyone?

Which gets us to an important ques-
tion: How is any of this helping?

Again, we can agree America’s immi-
gration system stinks, desperately
needs to be reformed, and isn’t getting
the serious attention it deserves from ei-
ther party. But we can also look at the in-
humanity of using people who have al-
ready suffered mightily as pawns in a
dopey stunt and say: “Hey, knock it off.
You might get a kick out of cruelty, but
we don’t, and this is helping no one.”

When you’re repeating what
segregationists did, well ...

To put the awfulness of what Abbott
and DeSantis are doing in historical con-
text, consider the fact that segregation-
ists in the South tried the same feeble
game in the 1960s. Annoyed by the
“Freedom Riders,” Black and white ac-
tivists from northern states who criss-
crossed the South advocating for the in-
tegration of buses and bus terminals,
segregationists organized the “Reverse
Freedom Rides,” offering Black people
bus tickets to northern cities.

Clive Webb, a professor at the Univer-
sity of Sussex in England who studies
racists, told NPR: “They targeted people
who were either welfare recipients or
prison inmates. People who were plac-
ing a burden, as they saw it, on public
resources.”

Americans at that time saw it as a cal-
lous ploy, and it fizzled into infamy. The
same will happen with this modern-day
version.

Claiming you’re as bad as 
the cartels? An odd strategy.

Not helping his boss’ moral case, De-
Santis’ deputy press secretary Jeremy
Redfern on Thursday responded to a

tweet complaining that Martha’s Vine-
yard officials had no advance notice,
tweeting this: “Do the cartels that smug-
gle humans call Florida or Texas before
illegal immigrants wash up on our
shores or cross over the border? No. Wel-
come to being a state on the Southern
border, Massachusetts.”

First off, what a complete (expletive).
Second, when your defense is to put
yourself on the same moral plane as
drug cartels, you might want to reevalu-
ate the overall righteousness of your po-
sition.

The system needs fixing, and
there’s ample blame to go around

Democrats and Republicans need to
come together to address immigration –
that’s long, long overdue.

But schlepping human beings – in-
cluding families with young children –
around and dumping them in cities run
by people you don’t like isn’t helping
anyone.

It’s just scoring points with a social-
media-obsessed swath of the popula-
tion addicted to a steady drip of oppor-
tunistic cruelty and dehumanization.

Follow USA TODAY columnist Rex
Huppke on Twitter @RexHuppke and
Facebook: facebook.com/RexIsAJerk

Huppke
Continued from Page 1E

A woman, who boarded a bus for migrants in Texas, helps a child Aug. 11 after being dropped off within view of the U.S.
Capitol in Washington. STEFANI REYNOLDS/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES


